Amigu di Tera   press release 21 july 2008
Walk at Jan Thiel: a roaring success.
The walking excursion of last Sunday in Jan Thiel which Amigu di Tera had organised together with  Fundashon Desaroyo Marie Pampun i Bisendario has drawn 500 up to 600 participants. Seven groups were led round in the area and provided with information.

All participants could see with their own eyes what will be the loss for our island and its occupants when the particular bushes and fancy landscapes must yield to hotel construction. They could also note that the project will take away the access to the coast and will block the walking and cycling routes in the nature reserve.

The President of Amigu di Tera indicated during her speech how touristic areas can be used. This does not have to involve the erection of buildings. It concerns rather experiencing the country. Daily tourists and local people are enjoying their walking excursions in the Jan Thiel area. That is also tourism. As the nature reserve changes into a built-up area, nothing particular can be experienced any more and is the area lost for the tourist sector. The last beautiful coral reef between Blauw and Caracasbaai lies exactly in front of the coast of Jan Thiel. Laying out a new beach and using it it will contribute to the deterioration and eventually the destruction of this very special coral reef. 

From a hillock the walkers could observe the multitude of new villas around the Jan Thiel lagoon. The planned hotel project with its bungalows will contribute to the further constriction of the lagoon as a result of which the nature values of the area will be damaged still more.

The government also wants to permit construction of hotels in Seru Spañó,  lying between the coast and the lagoon, located at the other side of the project against which is protested now. This area also lies in a conservation area. After the realization of these intentions it will be all over with the wildlife in and around the lagoon and at the sea side nothing will remain of the coral reef. And that’s why a lot of participants to the walk wondered whether the government is in its right senses.

Many people declared their support to the action to save the landscape and nature of Jan Thiel and of the lagoon and the sea and emphasized that the fight must be continued till the end.

The website www.PetitionOnline.com/jantiel will be closed soon and the list with names will be offered to the Bestuurscollege. 

Add your name and observations to the site this very day. 
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